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NEWSLETTER

SWANSEA VALLEY MINERS

The Institute wishes to extend its heartfelt
sympathies to the family, relatives and friends
of miners, Garry Jenkins, David Powell, Phillip
Hill and Charles Breslin, who lost their lives
on 15 September in the disaster at Gleision
Colliery. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you all at this time.

We also extend our thoughts to the Miners
who returned to help their colleagues and the
men of the Mines Rescue Service and the
emergency services.

A book of condolence will be placed in the
Institute and a collection made to benefit the
families of those who lost their loved ones. A
benefit event to raise funds for the Swansea
Valley Miners Appeal is being considered to
aid the families, further details will be
announced later this week.

PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL DINNER

The President’s Annual Dinner that was due to
be held on 7" October 2011 has been
postponed and will be held after the AGM on
Thursday 20™ October 2011 in the Wood
Memorial Hall. A booking form is enclosed
with this newsletter. Please return this rapidly
to ensure your place.
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Forthcoming Events:-

We are rapidly approaching the end of our year
and preparing for a new season of talks/lectures.
A summary of our 2011-2012 calendar of events
is attached at the end of this news letter, the final
programme will be issued after the AGM in
October.

Thurs. 22" Sept. “U.K. Energy Reserve Poor and
Resource Rich” Prof. Jon Gluyas, from the CEREES
Energy Institute, University of Durham, Geology
Dept.

Thurs. 20" October 2011 Annual General
Meeting and Lecture by Dr F. W. Smith (see rear
cover).

Recent Talks and Events
Mining on the Roof of the World;

Dr. Jan Ketelaar (14™ April 2011)

Jan Ketelaar, a former president of the Mining
Institute, based his lecture on his experiences
mining in the mountains of Tajikistan.

The title of this talk was inspired by the fires
which occur in the coal deposits being near to the
surface and prone to self combustion. This
phenomenon was illustrated by one of the many
slides Jan used to enhance his lecture. The mining
can only take place between May and October as
the weather is so inclement the rest of the year
working and transport becomes impossible.
Transporting the coal is a major problem and
involves the building of new roads/tracks at
heights over 2000m.
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One of Jan’s bonuses is being able to hang-glide
his way home after work, from an office which
has splendid views over the rugged mountainous
terrain.

Most of the exploration camps are very basic and
some have been established to explore the
prospects of mining gold in the area. It is
fascinating to see an abundance of flowers in an
area mainly devoid of vegetation.

Jan explained that to work in the area the
company had to have a local partner and local
labour has to be used. Jan gave many facts and
figures about the coal and other deposits in these
areas which have not been included in this
synopsis of a most interesting talk. In conclusion
Jan’s talk was a refreshing mix of photos, facts
and personal experience of mining in the
mountains of Tajikistan.

Visualising the Subsurface: the use of computer
modelling in geology; Dr Michael Welch, Leeds
University.

Michael’s talk illustrated the latest methods of
using data from various sources, including
satellite imagery, traditional borehole and
geological data and surveys; and demonstrated
how this could be used to build three dimensional
models of the geology of an area or site of
interest.

Powerful software and processors can now
provide high quality models of the subsurface
providing the mining engineer or those
prospecting gas, oil and other mineral reserves to
utilise their resources to the most economic
effect.

Michael pointed out that the vast body of data
held by the Institute would enable modelling to
be undertaken of coalfields and other mineral
reserves.

Michael ‘s lecture may have been proved
prophetic already since an enquiry along these
lines has been received recently.

NEW VISITOR RECORDS SET
: s O

The Late Shows took place in May this year and a

record number of visitors were received with an
increase of 17% on last year. The Mining Institute
opened by itself for the first time this year and
proved a hit, welcoming 466 people. The Late
Shows is Tyneside’s contribution to the
European-wide Museums at Night initiative and
are designed to encourage young people to visit
Museums outside of usual hours.
NewcastleGateshead is a leading area in the UK
for this project which was funded by Arts Council
England and organised via Tyne & Wear Archives
& Museums. The Institute’s library was open all
evening and rounded off with a performance by
regular partners Monkfish, ably supported by
King Ink from Teesside in a performance of Flick
the Switch.

As ever, the evening passed in high spirits and
great camaraderie, the Late Shows always
produces a friendly evening which was enjoyed
immensely by the record numbers of people who
sampled the cultural events on offer. Plans are
already in hand for the Late Shows 2012 and
some new ideas have been contributed for a

wider collaboration next year.

» w‘: ‘ i
A few of 466 people visiting during the Late Shows.



HERITAGE OPEN DAYS

Heritage Open Days represent another fantastic
opportunity for the Institute to widen its
audience base and the Institute threw open its
doors once more to participate in this
increasingly popular event.

This year we opened for three days to give staff
and volunteers one day off! Despite this we again
welcomed over 400 visitors who enjoyed tours
given by Bill Bell, David Bell and Les Turnbull. That
represents a 30% increase compared to last year.
The open days were also reported in the Evening
Chronicle in a fabulous article by Tony Henderson
in the Newcastle Journal immediately
beforehand. Feedback from the public was once

again fantastic.

JOHN BUDDLE RETURNS

Sharp eyed Members will have noticed that John
Buddle has been missing from the Library for
some years; that is, his bust has. Removed to safe
storage some years ago due to the poor state of

the plaster bust, his place in the Institute’s hall of
fame has remained vacant.

We are delighted to announce that, thanks to a
generous donation by Mr Buddle’s descendant,
Jane Woolley, the Institute has been able to have
the bust restored to the best possible condition.
The delicate work was carried out by conservator
Rachel Metcalfe at Tyne & Wear Archives &
Museums over a period of two months.

The bust had
been cracked
in several
places and was
in danger of
losing the base
completely. In
addition years
of grime had

accumulated
on the surface, as the picture shows before and
after cleaning had been half completed.

Restoration work has involved filling and gluing
cracks and areas of loss and painting the repairs
to match. Mycrocrystalline wax has been applied
to protect the original painted surface of the bust
which will also enable cleaning at regular
intervals in the future.

The bust has now been replaced in the Wood
Memorial Library. The mount and surrounding
areas have been deep cleaned. The scaffolding
contributed by HLF, Sir James Knott Trust and a
private sponsor was again pressed into service,
using cantilever sections for the first time. This
restoration forms a further part of the deep
cleaning of the Library and conservation of its
interior features and is a further milestone
achieved in restoring the Library.

Mr Buddle’s bust will be unveiled at a ceremony
during the AGM and special guest for the evening
will be our generous benefactor, Jane Woolley.



Library Matters -
Jen at the CILIP Umbrella Conference

Our librarian, Jennifer, was lucky enough to win a
sponsored place to the national librarianship
conference. This is run by CILIP (Chartered
Institute of Library and Information Professionals)
and is called “Umbrella” to signify bringing
together all different kinds of library and
information workers into one conference. The
sponsored place was worth almost £500 and
Jennifer is very grateful to the UC&R Group
Northern for the opportunity to attend.

‘Above anything else, Umbrella was an amazing
networking opportunity and also a chance to step
away from my day to day work and see the bigger
picture whilst getting new ideas. | attended as
many lectures as possible and made copious
notes as well as visiting the different exhibitors on
their stands to chat to them about their products
and services. | went to sessions about metadata,
volunteers in libraries and technology.

The conference also pushed me into the new
world of Twitter (I’'m @mininglibrarian if you
want to “follow” me) and got me enrolled on a
free online training program called CPD23. If you
want to read in more detail about Umbrella and
the things | learnt, see my blog at
http://mininglibrarian.wordpress.com

Library News

We have catalogued 2321 items in three months
since May. Simon and Jennifer have met with
NERA to discuss the possibilities of including
items from their collection.

The cataloguing program is continuing to struggle
with the complexity of the collections, so we are
investigating alternatives including some free
open source products such as Koha and
Evergreen.

Fifteen new volunteers have begun work
cataloguing and scanning in the library since the
last council meeting.

We have hosted several placement students
including one each from Newcastle University
and the Princes Trust.

Donations of books have been gratefully received
from R. J. Fowell and Victoria Haworth.

Events: We've hosted a meeting of the North
East Regional Archives Council and given tours to
the Historic Houses Association, Ovingham WI
and Gosforth Local history group.

The Institute on Facebook and Flickr!

The Institute now has a Facebook page which
already has 46 friends — if you’re on Facebook
please do come and join us and we’ll keep you up
to date with our events. In addition, we’re now
sharing our images on Flickr as well which you
can see at:
www.flickr.com/photos/mininginstitute/

This is just a tiny proportion of our image
collection, we hope to scan and add more to
share.

Donations - Tax Repayment to Charity

Would you like to give your tax repayment to our
charity? If so you can complete form SA100
Charity 2011 from the HMRC web-site at:
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/forms/sa100-
charity.pdf To donate to the Mining Institute use
charity code SA A5 7J G in the boxes at question 5
and HMRC will automatically pay the refund to
the Institute under the SA Donate scheme.

Claiming back higher rate tax. If you pay higher
rate tax, you can claim the difference between
the higher rate of tax 40 and/or 50 per cent and
the basic rate of tax 20 per cent on the total
'gross' value of your donation to the charity or
community amateur sports club. For example, if
you donate £100, the total value of your donation
to the charity is £125 - so you can claim back:
e f£25-if you pay tax at 40 per cent (£125 x
20%)
e £37.50 - if you pay tax at 50 per cent
(£125 x 20%) plus (£125 x 10%)

You can make this claim on your Self Assessment
tax return, if you were sent one. For more
information see HMRC’s web-site: ‘Telling HMRC
about your Gift Aid donations’.

TRAINING THE COMMUNITY ON ICT

If you want to learn how to use a computer or
improve your skills, come along during UK Online
Week, 30 October — 6 November. If you can spare
an hour to help someone to learn, please come
along and donate some time to help someone
else. We can also train you to become a trainer. If
you have spare time and want to help people
learn about computers, we can send you on an
accredited training course with a grant from UK
Online. If you are interested, contact Simon
Brooks in the Library.



A Tribute to Alex Anderson

Although Alex was not a member of the institute
it was thought appropriate in view of his service
in the Mines Rescue Service to print this tribute
from President Bill Bell

“Mr Alex Anderson, the Mines Rescue veteran,
has died at the age of 96. A native of Ashington
he worked in the mines in a variety of capacities
and was especially active as a member of the
Mines Rescue Brigade and was a veteran of the
Whitehaven disaster in 1947 at the William Pit.
He told me that he remembered the disaster
clearly but it was the face of a woman who
waited for news of a loved one that haunted him,
and when she ran up to him he did not know what
to say or how to reply to her. He never forgot the
incident and never knew whether indeed she had
waited in vain. Alex was a link with history and a
living conduit to what is now fast disappearing. It
throws into sharp relief why the Institute and its
archive must live on to tell the story of our
industry and the people who populated it.

As a last gesture | threw a small piece of coal into
his grave and my last words to Alex were
‘Goodbye bonny lad” “.

Alex was active to the end of his life and last year
made time to visit the Institute and speak to a
group of disadvantaged young people engaged in
the Coal and Cod project which was led by
Lookwide UK and the Scouts.

The young people were completely enthralled by
Alex and the stories he told of his time working in
the coal industry. Indeed, Alex was such a hit with
them that they asked Alex to appear in the film
they were making about the traditional industries
of the Blyth area, which he graciously did. The
Project was completed and launched just a week
before Alex died, so he was unable, due to a fall,
to attend the launch at Seaton Delaval Hall. The
short film he made with the young people is
however a lasting tribute to a superlative and
brave gentleman. The DVD is held in the Library.

2011 -2012 Draft Programme

Annual General Meeting: 20" October 2011
followed by Lecture given by Dr. F. W. Smith and
President’s Annual Dinner.

General Meetings

24" November 2012 “Micro Generation”, Dr.
Charlotte Adam, Durham University.

26" January 2012 “New Hartley Colliery Disaster
of 16" January 1862”, Norman Jackson.

16™ February 2012 “Fuelling the Future”, Paul R.
Wood.

22" March 2012 “Mining Heritage in the North
East”, Colin Mountford.

7% May “Felling Colliery Disaster”, Dr. E. Wade.

19'" April 2012 “Life on the Rocks”, Prof. Stuart
Munro.

20th September 2012 “Experience of a
Mechanical Engineer in Overseas Mining”, Gary
O’Hagan.

General Morning Meetings

9™ November 2011 “Mining Memories”, Ken
Smith and Tom Yellowley.

7™ March 2012 “Railways before Stephenson”,
Les Turnbull.

Social
13" April 2012: President’s Informal Dinner.

11" May 2012: Annual Golf Competition.
20" October 2012: Presidents Annual Dinner.

Annual General Meeting
18" October 2012: followed by the Presidential
Address.

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? — ALAN CARR

The Mining Institute wasn’t featured in the aired
episode with Alan Carr, but there is some footage on
their website from the blog online filmed here:
http://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/foo

tage/12327






