
Sheldon – Hubberdale Walk 

Distance = approx 18km 

Surface = Woodland paths, field paths, tracks and m inor roads 

Start / End = White Lodge Car Park A6 (SK 170 705) 

Weather: Sunny and crisp 

 

 

From the car park take the woodland path heading up towards Deep Dale, bear left (east) 
along the path heading through the Great Shacklow Woods above the River Wye. After 
about 1.5km you begin to see the fish ponds with some curious looking humps and bumps 
(photo 1) 

 

Photo 1: Humps and bumps adjacent fish ponds near Magpie Sough tail 

Soon after this is the Magpie Sough tail (SK 
1793 6960) to the left of the path is a large 
flow of water and small channel to the River 
(photo 2), to the right is a cutting (photo 3) 
left from when the discharge was via a 
shaft in the sough. Crossing the sough you 
can get a good view of the sough mouth 
(photo 4) by going down the bank of the 
river and looking back towards the path 

 

 

 

Photo 2: Discharge channel from Magpie Sough 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 4: Magpie Sough Mouth 

 

 

Photo 3: Cutting behind sough mouth 

 

Continuing along the footpath you soon 
come to the sight of a well preserved 
former water mill (photo 5) (SK 1821 
6966) which comprises numerous (3) 
water wheel, mill race building remains 
and other surviving features. Shortly 
after the mill the path emerges from the 
woods, at this point there is a footpath 
heading south/southwest up the slope 
in to Little Shacklow Woods 

 

 

Photo 5: Disused water mill 

 

Climbing up from Little Shacklow Woods the dale slits in to 2 parts and the path goes to the 
left (east) up Nettler Dale. Close to this point (SK 179 692) are two trials (photos 6 & 7) for 
Black Marble; one on each side of the valley. A third trial (photo 8) is also seen a little further 
up the valley of the left (east) side of the path with a small memorial stone (photo 9) in the 
entrance to the trial. 



 

Photo 6 & 7: Black marble trial east on left and west on right 

 

Photos 8 & 9: Upper black marble trial and small memorial 

 

 

Towards the top of the dale and after emerging 
from the trees you reach the point where Fieldgrove 
Vein/Dirtlow Rake crosses the dale (SK 1785 
6893), on the left (east) side you can see part of the 
rake and a conical grated cap and filled shaft 
(photo 10) adjacent to the path. Continue the path 
until the road and turn right (west) up the road 
towards Sheldon. As you come in to Sheldon 
village take the footpath on the left (southwest) 
after approx 125m you come across a shaft mound 
(photo 11) (SK 1755 6863) for a shaft sunk to the 
Blende Vein along the line of Magpie Sough. 
     Photo 10: Conical shaft cap 

 

 

 



Continue along the path, after approx 
250m take the path left heading southeast 
and towards Trueblue lane. On the way to 
Trueblue lane an unknown rake (photo 12) 
is crossed and a sleeper covered shaft 
(photo 13) is visible in the corner of the 
field adjacent where the path crosses the 
wall at SK 1755 6815. Follow the path to 
Trueblue lane, some good views of 

 

 

Photo 11: Shaft mound 

 

Magpie Mine (photo 14) are seen from this 
point, turn east along the lane for about 200m 
where you will meet Trueblue mine 

 

Photo 13: Sleeper covered shaft          Photo 12: Unknown rake 

 



 

Photo 14: View of Magpie Mine taken from the east-northeast 

 

 

Photo 15: Possible climbing shaft      Photo 16: Dew pond 

 

Trueblue mine is a smallish site set within a belland yard. The site is accessed by the 
northwest corner, infront of you and to the left is what appears to be remains of a possible 
climbing shaft (photo 15) which is now collapsed, behind this is a dew pond (photo 16). To 
the right of this shaft are the remains of some coes (photo 17). At the back of the site is a 
sleeper capped shaft which is set inside a circular wall (photo 18). To the north of the dew 
pond of some remains of what could be a stone lined buddle (photo 19) 



 

Photo 17: Coes        Photo 18: Capped shaft 

 

After finishing at Trueblue head back 
along the lane and then bear left and 
you can see a shaft mound (SK 1760 
6830) with a small coe on top (photo 
20). From this shaft and coe head back 
to the point where the paths cross (SK 
1741 6828) and take the left fork 
towards Magpie Mine. 

Just prior to entering the north side of 
the Magpie Mine complex is the 
remains of a small rectangular reservoir 
(photo 21) which exists as a small 
regular depression 

Photo 19: Possible stone lined buddle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 20: Shaft mound and coe        Photo 21: Rectangular reservoir 

 



For this excursion the main ‘Magpie Mine’ was 
not investigation, due to numerous previous 
visits; however the other mines and sites of 
interest were observed. 

 

These include the Maypit / Redsoil shafts (SK 
1741 6809), wooden gin and coe (photos 22 & 
23); the shaft and remains at Horesteps Mine 
(photo 24) (SK 1746 6803); the Crossvein 
Shaft and gin circle (photo 25) (SK 1734 6809); 

 Photo 22: Gin and small shaft  

the Shuttlebank Shaft and gin circle (photo 
26) (SK 1716 6816); the Bole Shaft (photo 
27) (SK 1721 6813); Magpie drain (photo 28) 
and the features along North Bole Vein 
(photo 29), Bole Vein (photo 29), Magpie 
Vein (photo 29) and Shuttlebank Vein (photo 
30) 

Photo 23: Shaft in ruined coe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 25: Crossvein shaft and gin circle 
 Photo 24: Horsesteps shaft 

 

  



 

Photo 26: Shuttlebank shaft and gin circle     Photo 27: Bole Shaft 

 

Photo 28: Magpie drain 

 

 

 

 

Above: Photo 29: North Bole, Bole and 
Magpie Veuns 

 

Left: Photo 30: Shuttlebank Vein 

 

 

 

 



From Shuttlebank follow the path southwest 
towards Flagg Lane, prior to the lane are 
the hillocks of Talbot Holes (photo 31) (SK 
166 684) 

 

Upon reaching the lane turn right follow the 
road northwest; running to the left (south) of 
the road is a line of trees which mark the 
line of Hard Rake. After about 1km you 
come to the point where Wheal Lane joins 
the road, to the left at the far side of the lay-
by is a footpath which takes you the site of 
High Low Mines. 

 

High Low mines (SK 154 684) comprise of a 
number of shaft features and associated 
remains of walls and other structures (photo 
32) along with a number of hillocks showing 
the line of Glead Rake.        
Photo 31: Talbot Holes                                      
This site once housed a Newcomen Engine, 
however at the time of the visit the exact location was not determined. 

 

Return to the road and take Wheal Lane 
which is in front of you to the left. Take then 
lane down the hill and just has the lane 
levels before rising again take the path on 
the left. In the field immediately to the north 
are some mounds and hillocks marking the 
line of Shake Rope Vein; however better 
vies of this vein were seen from Wheal Lane 
higher up the hill. 

 

Further along the path after about 300m you 
can clearly see Sun Rake in front and to the 
right (north), a few capped shafts and 
hillocks can be seen (photo 33) 

Continue along the path to the crossroads 
of Flagg Lane and The Jarnett. 

 

 

Photo 32: High Low Mines 

 



Follow Flagg Lane for about 800m 
looking between Hubber Dale farm 
Rockfield House you can see the site of 
the Two Gins Shaft (photo 34) in the 
clump of trees, this is also the water of 
some former water engines. Take the 
footpath to the side of the lane. The path 
runs between two widely spaced walls 
and crosses the line of Newton Rake; the 
footpath soon bears right towards the 
site of the mound marking the position of 
the Reckoning House Shaft (photo 35) 

Photo 33: Sun Rake   
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 34: Two gins shaft      Photo 35: Reckoning House Shaft 
 
Following the path from Reckoning House / 
Sough Forefield Shaft at the next field 
boundary you can easily see Fidlers Shaft / 
New Shaft on 1840 plan (photo 36) (SK 
1406 6982) in the field to the northwest, if 
you look further to the left you will notice a 
large mound for an unnamed shaft / shaft 
48 on 1840 plan (photo 37) (SK 1399 6968) 
which is sunk on the Kiln Hill Rake. 

 

 

    Photo 36: Fidlers Shaft 

 

 

  



Taking the next path on the left leads across 
hillocks association with Field Head Vein and 
Water Engines Rake. Follow the path along 
Whitefield Lane for approx 100m, on your 
right (north) is the site of sleeper capped 
Dancer (Danger) / Nether Hubberdale 
Founder Shaft (photo 38). Looking south 
from Whitefield Lane are good views of the 
Water Engine Shaft (photo 39) and the rest 
of the Hubberdale Mines (photo 40) 

 

Photo 37: Unnamed shaft 48 

 

Photo 38: Dancer (Danger) Shaft        Photo 39: Water Engine Shaft 

 

Head back along the lane and resume the 
path heading up the slight valley to the north 
and join The Jarnett road and site of High 
Mere (photo 41). Turn right (south) along 
the road and take the track (Bare Jarnett 
Road). After about 1.1km the track bends to 
the left at which point a number of veins and 
rakes (photo 42) (SK 153 697) are present 
in the field on both sides of the lane; the 
main one being Crotie Water Rakes / 
Crowshaw Veins 

 

    
Photo 40: Hubberdale Mines 

 



 Photo 41: Taddington Moor High Mere 

 

After the hillocks and small capped shafts of 
Crotie Water Rakes you come to the junction of 
Wheal Lane and Bare Jarnett Road, turn left 
along Wheal Lane and go pass Over Wheal 
Farm to a path on the left. 

   Photo 42: Rake / Vein hillocks and shafts 

At this point a small scrin (photo 43) from 
Wheal Vein is visible on both sides of the 
lane, but more so to the right (west) side. 
Taking this path is a clear shaft mound with 
a plated capped shaft (photo 44) (SK 
15776928) sited on Wheal Vein / Whale 
Sough. Heading back along this path 
towards Wheal Lane you get a good view of 
Wheal Vein (photo 45). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 43: Small scrin from Wheal Vein         Photo 44: Wheal Vein / Whale Sough Shaft 

 

 



Continue down Wheal Lane and after 
about 200m in the field to the right (west) 
you can clearly see a shaft mound(s) with 
two standing stones (photo 46) the name 
of this shaft and the ore body are 
unknown. 

 

A little further down the lane just prior to 
reaching the path down Deep Dale you 
can make out the hillocks along Shake 
Rope Vein in the field on your right (west). 
This vein is also seen to the east of Wheal 
Lane and is clearly visible to the left of the 
path leading down Deep Dale (photo 47) 

 

 

 

 
Photo 45: Wheal Vein 
 
 

 
Photo 46: Shaft mound and standing stones 

 

 

 

       Photo 47: Shake Rope Vein 



 

Photo 48: Line of shafts along Whale Sough 

After following the path down Deep Dale for about 600m you can clearly see the large shaft 
mound and capped shaft along with other capped shafts (5 shafts in total) which mark the 
line of Whale sough coming down the hillside (photo 49), following the wall prior to 
discharging water via a low bolted sough tail (photo 51). Approximately half way between the 

last shaft and the sough bolt is a small 
feature of a few sleepers (photo 50) in the 
bushes and adjacent the wall, this may be 
the sough mouth? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 49: Line of Whale Sough     Photo 50: Sleepers feature 



 

Photo 51: Whale Sough bolted tail 

 

To complete the journey follow the path down Deep Dale to White Lodge car park 

 

Excellent walk and a glorious Autumn day 

Lee Wyatt 20 October 2010. 

UK Mining Walks www.ukminingwalks.co.uk 


