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Or the K bolawcs—poing dnte the sdve

EMBERS of the Nationel Feder-
arinst 41F F.nl::-ﬁ:]_; I:mnfl:snf:-r.i,
who were atending the halt-
vearly meetings af the federation  at
Llandudne, togecher wwith cheir ladies,
visited the Cal 'e]e:.-' Q‘;.'..:r:.r in '.‘r'fn}' a%
the invimation of the Directors.
The party lest Llandudne in glosiouws
weathet and made the joutney to Blaznsu

Ffestining dwough some lovely conntry.
Oy arrival ae the quarcy the PALITY Was
grested by Mr, Fordham and the quazey
Mapager and provided with helmets
and lamps for the descant to the lower
workings.

Iz ooz of the wnderground chambers
tockien demensttared for the visitors
the technigue of splitting a large block
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Elate Quacres Assocazion. Me. Q. T.
Willisms welcomed the guess, and Mr.
A, 1. Becling, J.P., of Crovdon, pres-
ident of the frderation, brieAy thanked
Mz Williams 2ad Dis colleagoes for theis ?
excellen: hospimalisy and for the welcnmes

extended 1o the party.

The party zemizoed to Llindedne
fl!-ﬂ_i:'l.g E'.w_'] had L-_—:mﬂy hensfited from
the visit to the quazzy and from seein
soroe of the lovely scenecy of MNoo
Walus, 3

¥

Egwipped eith safety helmeir—the fariy
freatopraphed im fromt af the guwarry offce

Left, below: In an medergrousd chamber
rorkmeen demonsinate the clesvage of o
surecdee Blogh of rlate

Helowe: Mr, Pordbem (right) explains o

E-aluin i A
of slate.  Passing throngh moze tnnels capbilpad podnt g Mr o T Bl

the party saw the approach =o the
lowest werkings of the guanry. On
retiming oo the surface, and afrer wel- {Mere pictures on the next peee)
come refreshments kindly provided by

the swafl, the party visited the sheds 1o

watch the splitting and sizing of the

slates,

Toir ervawr? war comvribated By Mr
A K Dawideon of Leeds, reeretary of the
wrd Federadion .'EII'- .’?'J\.'.:Il".'ng (wnracfors.

Members were keenly incerssted in
thiz atpeer of the work, =ad socdane
sntered into competdon for the splis-
tog of the slates, althoegh ome fels that
they would require 4 long appreatice-
zhip before acquiring the kaack of the
regular worksrs,

Many af the ladiss went away with a
small slate as 2 souveniz,

Thk= parey peoeceded to the  Oalkel
Acms Hetsl, Maeoowrog, where they
wete eaterizioed to lunch by the chaie-
man and members of the Momh Walss
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Above: AN rendles on the fiest stape of the fonrmey fule the mine
Below: Convenirated aftention on the acticitier of rockoen




HEM the men go home from

the quarry st the end of the dav’e

work people may think thee all
they lzave behind them is a desert of
prey rubble and & lifeless jungle of sips,
inclines and bpstarsd WAEEGNS.

This is not quite true, 2 chere is still
some life in the quarry, “bird life™ in
whizh I take o goeat interest, They are,
it is rrue, ordinscy, sveryday bizds, but
the amawing thing iz that chey choose
ta live amd the hustle and qoiss of a
busy quarsy.

We bhave our own Robin, with his
favousite song-post on the wall of &
disused buoilding, and his burst of song
can e vesy cheering in the ploom of &

cold winter moming. e zometises
wanders o the bottom of a steep shafs
called the “Tronk™ which leads into
the heact of the quarry, and he slaays
gets 4 warm welcome from the men 2ad
coumhé and tithits from their lunch
boxes,

The House Sparrow, = common
encugh bird, in town and coumesy, i
equally st home in the guerry, “The
sparrows chiep and quarrel noisily on
the beams in the carpenter’s shop, whers
2 bird tzble has been provided oz dhem,
It is sluag from the beaws and in i the
inen pur soraps of food for their feathe

eted friends, Closed doors do not detes
the sparrows ; mEnage o et in
threugrh paps berween doors and the
groond,

Stalwards
Sparrows zod Robing ars che stalwares
that beave snow, wind snd rough

weather in the tu'g)h]unds, but in the
spring the bird colony i swollen by
migranss which have spent the winger
in warmer climes,

A pair of elegane Grey Wagtails cetum
o nest behind some woode: chering
supporting  loose  socks, and  white
rumped Wheatears can be zeen back on
the rubhle tps after wincering in Mosth
Africa, A characeerisde hird of the
guarry i5 the ing Ousel or Movnatain
Blackbird. It has = white crescsst on
the thzoat and boilds o bulkr nese



similar to thae of the Blackhird behind
a d'll'l'lp I:fl'- hﬂ.tl_‘lﬁ‘.: or an l:ll'ﬂ ]::u'ifﬂing.
The Ring Ousel migrstes in the surems
to the Mersh African hills, bot i vsnally
rejoins us before Mazch i owe

An untommon visitor frosn the far
Neozth, 1 Snow Bundng, was wich us
during the winter of 1337-34.

Alhough many of che smaller hirds
have accepted man a5 theis friend not
g0 the lirger predatory birds, They
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 WREATIAR,

TesziLifh wary and aloof, A _Tru:r nf Car-
rion Crows often pesch on che olif
mwering over the @l and when T
throw some crusts onn the zoof of a
nearby building chey oever venmtume
near it while thers is anyone about.
When the hooter sonnds as the end
af the lnach biezk T have often psused
and watched and it i5 oxly when the

o WP

RepdnEAST,

Iagt mun Bas disaspescoed ol the Crowy
venraee to take the food,

Cazsion Crows norezlly nest in trees,
hut in the gquazcy they build thweic bulky
nest of sticks on a secorz ledpe high
o the ofiff.

Orthex lazpe birds which wisic us are
the powerfel Perggring Faleon and
Cuclews and Choughe, rhe lager an
nacodaniian hicd gﬁnut r:'_g Ea)-4] of a Tack-
dww snd as black, bur with wivid red
beak and logrs,

Ravens, too, nest near vs, bar of
courze in inAaccessible places om the
cliffs. They nest in Fehrooey and T have
EfEn 2 Fnir 5:n:ggli_1:|g to carry sricks
and nesting materisl chrough o raging
Tlizimaed.

FERESAMY Faloay

1a these notes | bhave meadoned anly |
a few of the bitds cheae '|'|;r|-r|g ]Lf{- -aj_-:J
song to the greyness of & slate guarnye.
Compared with the sicher life af the

.ai";':.:-.. s ﬁ*:‘b%
GRzy Wisia.

lowlands ouwe bizd list is shost but T
beliews that owr Bizds are more spprec-
iated becanze they condescend to share
with us the hacdisr conditions of the

kighland,



In the Booo Shafit mill o Oakeley iz
a typical “"bizd box™ provided In this
case for the spacrows who ate the
ps.:ti:l.l.Lz: friends of Thaomas Hug'l'uli
Jones,

For many vears he bas kept the box
well-stocked with bread and dehits foc
the birds who make him speciaily wel-
come o0 winte: mornings by fiving to
grest him when he enters the mill.  Shy
s STTANEETS, the SERrTIIws refuged o
sty perched on their feeding box boag
HEY nu!;':. oo b cn:g'f'.f i.'.h:.' the comera,

M slnte maker at ".-_Jn.lm]n:.' frar 35 years,
Thomas Jonss is an enthusiasdc memhber
of Toc H, being lbrarian of the Blasnan
Flestiniog branch, and has appeared in
quasey tableans ar segicnal amd Wales
festivals of the movement.

Fedrdriei e AR ek A o ok ek e oo &

Our “Stodies in Expressicn™ in the
followizg toro pages come from the
Wouy Quacey sad the subjects aze the
mien who work in the Mew Mill and

meet at "Caban Mawr'—the “Big
Caban.”  Chairman of the caban is
Howell “Williams, and the secostary

Tevan Jones,
In the Srst sez of snapshots are;

Topz F. J. Reberes.

Second eaw ([frowe By LD Jower, W, EL
Evans, Jewan B, Jones,

£, D, Jewer, Harry Willlaes,
O Bokerss,

Third :
R
Foprgh: & Themos, 5. J. Williams,
R T VTelinams,

Secona rad l_.'-.-'r:." b Y.". B 7 ems, Tom
Jewgs, G [ Wilfiamsr,

Sevangd row = Jobn Williams, O G, lfg?a’,
B, L. Hupher.

Third:  Bvaw P. Jemer, FHozell Williams,
Thorar Fughes.

Faneth s Treror Lavier, Vingend fowes,
T A Qo









Old but not forgotten!

I W it Ll ] = [l = [ i i i Wt B i

This relic of the "'szeam azge™ at
(ekeley—a  Kidbrooke locomotive— 1
stands forgotten by che quarrymen bat
it is frequently the objecr of inguiry by
light radlway cathusizsts who lezen of ;
its sxizience 'rl'm:'bugh devicus channels| ¢
The Kidbrooke was last in active use
some 25 yeats ago,

The BB, film
il fmoam
tnderpround chamber

Television film

Oakeley

ELEVISION andiepces had
the opposmnity this year for
the first time of sccing men ar
work in the Ozkeley mine. Slate-
winning operations in the vnder-
gronnd chambers ind tunnels were
fmed by the B.B.Cs “Welsh
HKegion Alm unit vnder che direc-
tion of producer Elwrn Thomas,
The team spent several days ar
the guarry. They made a record
of the whole process of slare
quarrying for incluzion in a pro-
gramme dealing wicth the poten-
tialiies of this azea of Medonsth-
shirs.
In this pape ate scenes pictured
from  the relevision screen by
Caban ;}hﬂtug:ai-}htr duaring an

{inreresting progravume about Fles-
| tinio

i Childrea’s Howr in May.

brosdcest in rthe regional
The
quarcymen whe were televised
may :t:ugnis: thermselves [




Jameras at
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I its waathsr,
1 -n.mudg

A brilliant summer

™ previous occasions we have had
cause o refer o the hasards of
heavy min in the hills aronnd oor
quarries, and it i3 a pleazznt ehangs
this yezs to note that Blacpan F'Fﬁ:jrj_-jg
haz enjoyed it shaze of she fine sussmer.
Although somewhar surprisingly  July
produced  nearly 9 inches of zain,
measured on che GUALLY gavge ac the

I LEO0 feet level, the el minfall o the
i fzst eight months of this yess ar 42,75
i inches, was sowe 22 inches less than
i that for the compamble period of 1958,

Int Aupust there wss 'Oﬂl]:" 160 inches

of rain, slightly less than in May which
iz vsnally one of the drisst moochs., OF

canTse, anvthing can happes in August,
which is so notdously vocersin o
for we find in the Oskeley
Sueh extreme conteasts a9 17
5 of rain in Auguer, 1056, and naly
37 nelses foc that moneh in 1947,

Bur a8 might be expecoed at he

i high elevation of the Cakelsy Cluacoy,
7 there is mever s monck withoat some

.I.'S.i.l:lfﬂ: 1 sunshine Eg'_'rﬁ, if th.t!,-'
were svailable, would perhaps be mone

s indicative of the glorions smmer of

1950,

X

Gift to choir

FTHE  Oskeler Malz Vaice Choir
were pleased o reesive from che
members of the Y.ALCA. ot St

[elens in Apcil, ¢ ceske: contsining &

batens ns a token of the assoeistion’s

appreciation of the servicss given to
ther by the choir on a oumber of
occasions.  Both casket and haton had
been made by Y.M.CA. members,
and the zed velver lining of the casket
bore an embroddersd  replica of the
choir's badge. The prosensdon was

i made during 2 service at the Y.MLCA.

chzpel snd at a concert which follawed
the conductor of the chatr, Mrs, Geozge
Ellis, was presented by Mz, Roherts of
A0 Eelens, with o baten which had besn
woa by her lare hushand at 2 Caszaasvan
eisteddind.
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AWHN ends | INot en inspirng term perhaps, vet it is
SIEL'EIEI]'L'&HL" what aetracrive wses these remainders  of

slase blocks can be pus,

Crazy paving, for example.  And in this connsction we
would mention the sentimental wish of 2 Welsh- American
which wss fuliilled by 2 comsignment of thess inexprrsive
and unsymctrical pizces of sle.

Thousands of miles away in Portland, Ozeges, 15,4,
Mr. David I. Davies felt an rverwhelming desine o el
Welsh rock wnder his fest,” and decided thar die way oo
satafy it was to lay down iz his parden coazy paving formed
of slate from Wales.

So from Oakeley rerently 2 3-10n truckload of selecred
szam encs, splic to the dhickness specified by Mr. Davies,
was desparched to 2 city nesr the Pacific cosst of the United
Sutes.  Transporsstion invelved some complicassd routing
and cost A good deal more than the poics of the slae, bur
we like 1o think that theee is one Welsh “exils™ who when
he mkes 4 tom in his garden can more exsily recaprure che
"Feeling™ of the mgged hills of his native fand.

Croaning much neazer home, these is 20 increasing demend
for sawn eads which lend themselves admirably en crazy
pavizg and one of our photographs shows hew silective it
can be, blended with other stone o make an attractive
surreund for the bathing pool ac Bydal Schaoel, Colwya By,
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