APPALLING COLLIERY ACCIDENT.~DEATH
OF TWO HUNDRED AND FI¥TEKN
PERSONS,

WaiLe all cheerful Enfhsh hpusahu!du have ba.en

adding to thoir checrfulness by heaping up the fires

that make a pleasant contrast to the cqlid~ outside,
 w terrible tragedylias occurred in one of the great
northern coal-fields. At 10 o 'elack on thg morn-
ing of Thursday, Janagary 18, mare than 200 mcn
and boys wore buried alive in the heart of the
earth ; 70 fathoms 'below the surface of the'soil.

The scens of thiamost horrible eveut; tho Hester

or Hartley New Pit, lies a Jittle te the west of the

Blyth and Fyesguuction, on the céast of Northwa-

berlaud. ‘The pit-ig- 80 near to, the coast thai

from the ﬂﬂﬁdt 16 #thich it is lisble it was feared
that the sea hltf besn “strtmk and tp evercome
this rjlﬂ’inu!ty arf 1|-m1|:ts.i.|§'l
chines " ; - A

2 s ¢ vo waks bolow. ’I"h-

Thu lhaﬂ- ll:solfrs ﬂf Ilrg'e dinwmmnl-w-lﬁ foet in
diameter, and it was secured from top to bottom
by wood-work called *bratkice’’ About 34
fathoms from the top is 1he entrence to the upper.
most seam or gallery, known as the high majn.
Nearly 40 futhoins lower " accond gallery, called
the yard sean:, is entersd. 8till lower, at the im-
1mense l‘lepth of 100 fathoms from the mouth of the
ghaft, i yet another seam, the ouly one which I
lisble g inundation. An siralali which had been
sunk from the middle to_the lowermont scam was
capable of containing & ladder, and therefore
sfforded a temnporary means of bedily communics -
tion between the second aud third seams.

On the day and at the hour named thers ware no
less than 215 men and lada dowa in the Jowest of \
the seams, and there wars ive men in the shaft;
strong healthy fellows, the bone aud sinew, the.
prop and stay, of the vVillages aroond. There was

negkpencs, for in wnr . 9 ptnlnulrllthh.J
whmtbqum of ol btest ac- |

: no m trifles. u ptem‘ution beet
uﬂ%‘ whole himl weal . sleadily,
The hive:below was- wor in mnrity No une,

wetasy-be- sure, thon
sive iron Weam whhg tlrdcb;?.

r from the mas~
ross the pit. and

raised Lothe e th{ errisean water., But
snddenly ond .ﬂl b s _actions which
will gy ok matile. which canss a

thipriiiy 40 ht. or an l:lo-r

: . | :ﬁ“ any Siiwesistia great Baany.

Phei n kY. l'.ll'.pnlrl.od.
ud-bla‘c iu-l!l U’fnﬂ was buvled



down the shaft, gathering force and velveity. u;-lt.

| the 16th. Even afterthe open

fell, sweeping away the stagus, the props, and. she
m;f th:hahnﬂ-.fﬂruuhln ;h;;:a n;n&w:g
: t® -the siwface, g n with
it in & maes of ruin to the bottom. , The timber and.
planking which linéd the pit being togn away, the |
sides in many places cullnpsed, and- what begn
a safe, open pasinge, wip the gext moment !
choked for many liundred fget desp. And the $15
en and boys were in the passagne helow, ong off
Eum all commudnicutiph, with I'.E: uwpper wowld, |
while the water wns fadt pouring fato thosh. pad- |
sages,~—pouring 1500 gallons pevr-minyte. . .
The agony and perrdr” $ahEed {roughont the |
neighbonrhoad as the. natnre of the catastrophe |
became known, canngt be described. . Little rellef
of feellng—acant gleama of Lope or ognsolation—
were ta be had from the report of the brave advan-
turers who went down, whan the suffocating dust
had a little subslded. Nuarly.lialf the depth gf the
shaft was found to be choked up. As only half-a.
dozsa men could work at a tie in the srduoud
taxk of removing the stones, timber, and earth, it
ucemed from the first but too probable that a ocon-
sidcrables time must needs ba consuwed in gatling
to the bottorm. 1fthe imprisoned had failed, from
any rcason, t8'reach the middle seam. through the
alr staple, their rescue, it was woll known, wonld |
be hopeless. They would perish of snff
hunger, ' or drown uf.' ‘before  hulp gould arriye.
But in 'the aveat of their having psised up/the
ladder beforb overtaken by fpul air or inungdation,
it would mtill clearly take miny hours to open for
them a way of escape, i
‘Nevertheloss, the repsue of the men pounld not be
regarded as whally impracticable. Fpom Thursday |
the 16th till Wednésday the 22nd" sinkers wore’
employed night and day to clear »' passage. Faint
glimpses of hopa wers afforded during the first foar
days hy signs of life whish ‘proceeded. from ths.

{ mine, but th qizlm died seray at lant.. When on
ificn

the 22nd all ties hed Leen overcome. and an

swtrance , affedted, not a Uvi A f
thoee who went dowa .&ll pl‘uf‘f: apd m‘?t zn
; ng of the shalt had
in o metsuye prnrifigd the air belpw, thoss who first |
rolanteered 10 go down aod ‘ascertain the sppalling

truth were with/diffciilty able to go through their

- tark, a0 severdly wers thev affccted by thp gas

which had acoumulatcd. When two of ‘the princl.
pal peraquis connected with the celliery made a
tour of the works below, thoy mut evorywhers dead
bodies; even in their death tellingla tale of devotion



. that’'is must sfecting. *“ Families ary lying in
grm}!pn; children in the arms of thu&'ﬁt}mnﬂm
shers with brothers,™ Ofsoma little consolation is
¥ the asstirunce that* most of them looked placid, aa
if asleep.” appareutly denoting that the more hor-
rible details of a death by starvatien hud beea
avoided by the more certain, swilt, and merciful
-deprivation of life through the fonlness of the at-
mosphere. But while this was the case of the
great. majorily, there wers sxceptions, for we are
told that * higher up, near.the furnace, some tall
stout men seern to have died hard.” Theirstrength
apparently but served to ptolong their agony. They
avem to have been spared the horrors of a death by
starvakion, For although the corn-bins filled for the
use of the horses employed in the mine were cloared
out, corn was fuur;ld ll:: the po;:keu of some of the
men, and & Sony which it was hapsd would furnish
fbodhgdugﬁ tﬂrhl]p to maintafo tha buried men
for some days, was not touched, héving been found
dead from the same canse sa the men. The last
noise—the *“ jowling"—f{rom withia was beard on
'Sunday, the 19th, and as this, in all likelihood,
‘prooseded from the tall stout men up near the
Furunca, who died tho hardest, the probabilityis
that the rest were murcifally relcased from their
sufferings before that time. '

While the operations of the disentombers were
going forward what must Lave been the feelings of
the agonised- relativea and friends who erowded
day and might about the mouth of the pit? It
would be impossibls to oonceive a mors barrowing
spuctacle than that presentsd during tha past weok
at the Hartley coal-Bields. Wives, mouthers, and
children exposed te the -most inclument weather
this winter las as yet vrought, counting the weary
honrs, and as day lapsed into day, despairingly
clinging to the vaiu hope t.i;ut. l_ll might yet be well.




The English public already .recognises two
dnties with reference to this terrible event. The
first is, to do what cau bhe done 1o alluviate the
misery of the unhappy familiss whom it affeots,
and the next is, to sev, as fur as possible, that the
like doas not occwr again., - Foremost with her
sympathy. haa been har Majcsty the :Quesn, who,

quest will wnform ud fully of Lthe eliciency o

- apparatus for the protection of life in the Hartley
Colliery Worke, As far as we arc informed at
present, thers is no ground for eondewdation as
- regards the presunca of the ordimary sefeguards
and precantious. But on one point s hint has
been given which we hope to ses bear practical
fruit. It is obaerved that evary coal mime nhould
have two shafts, so that if one becomnes ehoked up
from any cause, the other would still be available
for-the protection of lifa. We learn that until
lately no access from any one of the thres seams
in the Hartley pit into another existed, except
through the great shaft. . Not long ago, upon l&a
representation of the ‘Government inapector, the
air staple, of which mention hus boen made ahave,
was suuk between the middie or yard weam and
the lowest workiag: and it was by this passage
that the unfortunate victims escaped upwards.foqm
the rising water, Why was not an air ataple aleo
suok frawn the top seam, or high main. to the yard
senliu? If such & paesage bad existed the men:
could have escaped into that portion of the shaft
~nrl-i::L1111 was above the debris, and free to the pit
inouth.




