MANOD CAVERNS

BLAENAU FFESTINIOG
THE “"HOME" OF VALUABLE ART TREASURES
FROM BUCKINGHANM PALACE AND
THE NATIONAL GALLERY
DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR.
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OFEICIAL BROCHURE TO MARK THE OPENING

OF THE 'MYSTERY" CAVERNS TO THE PUBLIC
ON SATURDAY, EEPTEMBER 24ih 1953,




MANOD CAVERNS, Blaenau Ffestiniog.

“Bury them in the hawels of che sarth, D war o picture shall

lzave this Flnd™
2T Winsan 8, Churchill — 1940,

& STANDBY CENERATOR %43 STANDBY GENERATOR — 1983 W




Remowval of the complete collection of pictures on display ar the Matinnal
Gallery in Trafalgar Square was planaed by the Governmen: some years
bafore 1938, and the zcmmal rermowval was, In fact, completed 3 few hours
before war was declared.

Two centres in Wales had besn chasen. from which, if necessary, further
distributions could be made, These were at the National Likrary of Wals in
Mberysrwyth znd both the Prichasd Jomes Hall and Pearhyn Cascle in
Bangor.

The Fall of France forced the Government to think in terms of mare secipe
storage premises. The Bagle Tower at Caerparfon Casls was adapted to cake
in 2 few of the more importznc pietures, and others were stored in 2 lazge
private house outside Cacrnacfon.

But, there was siill concern for the safety of the pictures, which also
included same from Buckingham Palace, with Mr. Samuel Courcanld, the
Chairman of the Gallery Trustees, particularly keen o find underground
storage for his main collection.

ENTRANCE TO THE TUNNEL.
Eventually, thanks to strong recommendations by Dravid Lloyd George 1o
Winston Churchill, the Manod Quarzy was agreed upon as the ideal wartime
hone for the patncings.
It was considersd ideal, with 2 good road leading to it from Flestiniog,
some three miles awsy, But the long sunnel leading into the underground
CAVerns Wils too narow for che transporting of the picoeres,
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With the cooperstion of the Quarcy Mamager, the lae Mr. C. A,
Vaughan, the entrznce tumnel was enlazged from 6ft by 8l to around 134
fiins by 10t — obwiously ar consideeable eXpense.

Adapting the caverns themselves was no casy task, for the floors had to be
levelled, invelving = cortain amount of blasting of several tons of rock; in all
some 3,000 cons of coarse slate rock were remeved from the runnel and
CAVETDS.

Waork then praceedsd on putting up snitabls brick huilt buildings inside
the caverns to house the pictuzes.

Supervising this work was the late Mr. Jokn Idds Roberts of Boreh-y-
Gest, who remained st Manod thraughout the war years as a general
SUPErVisar,

1943 — ROOF INSPECTION & CATWALKS 1985

The first pictures aecived a2 Manod Quarry on Auguse 12th 1941, some
eleven months afrer the site was first inspected by Nativnal Gallery staff.

The wall spacs inside choss newly erecced huildings was ideal for showing
the pictures without stacking them, as can be seen teday, with several
wartime labels still in position.  And sccording ro all reports, the picturss
“bebaved admicably’” inside the caverns, giving far less troubls in cracking
and blistering than had ever been the case at Trafilgar Square.

Considerable sums of money were also spent an ensuring the hurmidisy and
air condifoning was right througheut the war years. A comsmant

rermperatuze of some 65 degrees B, had co he maintained inside the uiss,
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Thiz operation was iz the hands of Mr. Richard Meiion Jones, a
Consumers Engineer with the ald Narth Wales Power Company, who
became Residen: Engineer with the Misisery of Wearks at the Manod Quarzy
from 1920 unril 1947, Mr. Janes, whe in later years hecame a2 Curare ar
Partdinoswic, is now 75 yeass of age and rerired, and is possibly cue of the
few lncal peaple still alive coday directly invalved with secority at the Manod
Caverns during the war years,

Apart from the 20 or so National Gallery *Guards” an dury day and night,
14 members of the Gallery stall were zlso based at Maned.

In zddition o the caverns themselves, vee was made of nearby Pungwern,
wherte several roams were used 2 offices by National Gallery staff, which
included Dz, Martin Davies and Ms, lan Rawling,

WIND RECORDER AND AIR FILTER — 1940

Chie of the problems 2z Manod was the stability of the rock roofs inside the
guarry. To have valuskle sictures crushed by tons of slate would have been a
disaszer. Falls of rock, withous serious offecr on (e pictures, did accur, but
all in all everything wenr quize well,

The only rock fll of ot recorded was at the rear of one of the units, Bur
this had been forescen by quatry experts and the piecures removed hefore the
rocks fell on to pare of the unit, That rock £l is 5til] in evidence coday.



The presence of heated buildings inside the caverns changed the sondition
of the rocks, and it became necesary o inspect the rovfs on g regalar basis —
hence the specially buile cat-walks sl thers coday.

With safery of staff in mind, there was = secondary exic available if wse of
the main cunnel — around 350 yards long — became dangezous.

et another problem was duse, which is only nartoral in 3 quarry. With
most of the glass removed [rom the pictures, slate dust newurally settled on
the actual picture surfaces; but the dust never caused any zctual damage to
the pictires.

CHLUTRIENE WAINTD RECORDER 134400

The moncy spent to house the paindngs at Manod was obvicusly
considerable; but zx the end of the war it was realised thar the pictures
enjoyed life ar Manod Quaery far more than chey had dame previously in
London. At Maned they were saved from veristions of remperature and
from the “*comings znd goings'' of the public, which apparently is enough
to disturh the most careful sir-conditioning,

The art creasures — which incidently did not include the Crown Jewels —
remained at Mared undl che end of 1945,

Information made availahle just afrer the war by Mr. lan Rawlins and
recorded by the Cymrodorion Sodesy, is most interesting, and proves the
extent of the whole exercise.



Wales, in the first instance, had been selecred due o the availzbilicy of
suitable transport — the LMER. ta the Morch and the GUW. R o
Aberystaryth,

The pictures went to Bangor via Crewe and Chester 2nd 1o Aberysowyth
via the Severn Tunnel.

bz, Rawling recalled it was 2 race againg time to peepaze the caverns,
with the approach of winzer on the one kand, and the knowledge that the
pictures at both Bangor and Aberystwyth were by then far from sale from
Hitler's hamhs,

Maznod Quarry was enviszged 25 @ complete model village 1o s2zve 25 2
picture sanctuary, embedded in 2 Welsh mountain, affording protective
cover to the extent of up 1o 300 feet of slate and granite over most of the
space available for siozaps.
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Each of the six buildings provided for the storage was self-conrained in the
seuse that a plant room and plenem syseemn of vemtilation wae provided,
capable of being adjusted to the special needs of the contents.

An appropriste system of transformers stepped down che high voltage
(11,000v) from the transmission lines o 400v for heating snd 230v for
lighting.

Problems were sncountered, particularly the possibilicy of mauld-growth,
end the need to ensure that the picturss were never left in shsoluze darkness.

Conzainers, mounted on appropriate road vehicles were broughe Into use,
: being the safest method of conveying the pictures from Bangor and
Aberysowyth to the Manod. The main obitacle was the Q% L bridgs near
the village of Ffestining, the maximum clezrance being only eleven foer. This
necessicated the road icself heing lowered by some two feet six inches ro
petimit the passage of the lvads. Special aburments wers conszrucred o
support the superstrocrure and ars sill visible coday.

e e £
CAMBRINCE RECORDER 1843

The largess case, containing Van Dhyvek’s “Cherles § on Horseharl® creared
the main problem, 25 did Sebastiana del Plamha's ‘aisieg of Lazams’

Fallowing a awmber of rehearsals with an smpty case, the load evenrually
passed under the hridge with sbout half an inch to spare. There had however
been a slight miscalcolarion, for the air had to be let out of the tyres of the
lozry befere it grinded its way underneath the bridge!
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Accuratz time shedoles were important, for oo passing of full and empry
vehicles was possible on the last three miles of the journey. Three concainers
per day, six days 1 week, were handled, with piconres ' lowing in®” at 2 rae
of sbout 600 to 700 2z week, an operation which continued for some five
weeks,

Good weather prevailed — v was Angust and September — exeept for
very high winds, which in such cxposed condicions some 1,700 [eet above sea
level, gave sise to much snadety.

There was no lifting tackle availalle for dealing with the e loads at the
tunnel entrance, thus necessitasing rolling off by hand on to parrow pange
trecks, Folling off took sorme two hours for ezch case, comparsd with 13
minutes in 1945 when proper lifting gear was available, ]

The parts of the caverns wsed by the National Gallery extended over ahoue
# quarter of a mile, aed the storage buildings, rogecher wich the restozers’
srudia ar che ramnel’s entrance weres too faz apart to contemplate careying the
pictuzes when z transfer from one place to anather was needed,

=
CAMBRIDGE RECORDER — 1943
- i B M QU0 Willaees M Michael Joars and ihe Ree. M. Joner

For this purpose, thees wagons, specially buile by LAM.S.R. az Dethy,
were brought Into use. They were propelled by hand, on standazd narrow
geuge rails of anc font eleven inches, some of which were specially installed
by che Ministry of Warks. It is interesting to note chat chose oziginal thes
wagons are st inside the caverns wodav,
a
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Plans for returning the pictuees to London wers started in Ocrober 1944,
with the first two containers leaving Manod during VE week.
i



By the Saturday following VE day, showt 50 of the hest fuasterpieces wers
omcg ipoce on view 1o the public in London,  And by the first wesk in
December 1943, everything was back st Trafzlgar Square, some six years
after the firsr load of pictares ned loft Tondon to seek mpctuary in Walss,

Lord Kennech Clark, a5 Dirscror of the National Gallery, had been closaly
tnvolved with the evacuation of the ast ceasares 1o Blaenau Ffestiniog, At
eie szage, he had been advised o send the pictures 2l the way to Canada,
Tt le was oppased 1o the ides of sending them ous of the United Kingdam.
And when e approached Mr. Churchill with 4 strong recommendation thas
the underground caverns in Manod mountzin was an ideal refuge, there was
areply: “*Bury them in the bowels of the eacth, but not 2 picture shall leave

his island — W50

QUTSIDE ONE UNIT — 1983

The cost of adapting the caverns and tunnel has never been revealsd, bur
reliable sources maintain it was done **with no expense spared”’. But the
local M.P., Mr. Dafydd Elis Thomas, szid in May 1982, afeer he had besn
allevwred inside the caverns, thar in his opinion it was costing the Government
2t least £40,000 2 Year 1o ]-L-:':P the znits ingide the caverns air-condiianed —
iz case they were evere needad Again,

Asked [or bhis reaction following his visit, he said Al T can say is that they

are full of hot aic*'.




Thoss units remained ermpey and Fally heated from 1943 until vacazed last
month, with 3 considerable sum of ioney spent to maineain them.

There was confirmation from a Gaovernment Department last vear chat the
National Gallery had already draws up a list of 2l treasures that could he
stored agzin at Mznod in the event of an smergency. In Movember 1981,
senior Civil Sezvants in London confirmed that the caverns were, in fact,
earmarked to store art treasures.

But that is by now past history, for quarmy owner Me. Owen Glyn
Williams and his men are maving in soon to demalish the brick built units,
for as far as they are concerned the Manad is now a quarry for producin
slates,

TROLLEY FROM THIE WAR YEARS

As Tirector of the Nadonal Gallery direcely involved with the safety of his
art trezsures from his Gallery, including some from Hampton Court and
Buckingliam Palace, Sir Kenneth Clark {wha later besme Lord Clagk) spent
mast of the war years in residence at Portmeition,

His frequent visizs to Manod, he said later, was because of his lave of the
Welsh Eauds-:ape. He admiceed thar a wisit o Morth W ales was, in faet, his
sscape from the war.
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nllritzg g stay at Poremedrion, Lord Clark received what he later referred
tn as 'z frenzied telephone call from the Welsh supeevisor at the caves™.
The message was 1’5 2 crisis, it"s 2 crisis. Come at ance®,

The man aPPaI:nt])r was ok exaggerating, for the tis= in temperatirs and
fall in humidity cavsed by the airconditionzd units had so zleersd the
consistency of the roof of the cavern that large picces of slate had Sllen
dowe, threztening 2 general collapse,

Comsiderabla damage was caused o pare of one unit and che choughr char
the whole Marional Gallery collection mipht he buried under a0 avalanche of
slate was obviously not a pleasant ope, Stes] seaffolding was hastily erscted
from which to test the consistency of the ceiling, and to prop up the parts
that threatened 1o fall down, Said Lord Clark afterwards ' Through some
miracle, there were no more falls of any consequence’”.

The specially designed “Stadia’ buile ac the entrance to the runnel leading
into the caverns played an imporcant role as far as maintaining the paintings
was concerned. Inside che Studio worked 2 cerrain Mr. Halder, 2 restarer of
the old pre-scientific school. Gentleness and vast experience, said Lord
Clark, were his merits. '"To see him touch the surface of 2 picture with his
swab of cotton wonl was like watching a keeper picking up 2 laby
partridge’,

e e ————
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A PARTY FIERING ANOTHER TROLLEY — 1953
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Me, Holder Eved throughout the war years in the Ffestiniog acen, not far,
apparently from 2 small farm house where De. Martin Davies resided. D,
Maztin Davies, the man in chargs of the whale installaticn a: Manod, who
worked From the base at Pengwern, would be ddven up by car to Manod,
carrying with him 2 scrong torch and several magnifying glsses,  With
these, Lord Clark recalled in an article in che Sunday Telegraph, he would
examnine every square millimeree of a few pictures. And it was Holder wha
waorked away quietly end efficiently throughout the war years to restore
meny of the paintings that needsd his expert srrention,

The Rew. RLAL _,rn:ra': admiras the Hlarer Hunp b dngralied in the 1940

One of the first visitors w0 the Manod Caverns after they were recently
handed back by the Guvernment to Mo, Owen Glyn Williams following
successfiul Coungy Court hearing, was the Rev, Richard Meirion Jones of
Port Dinorwic.

He recalled how for theee weeks during voe hard winter in the 1940, the
mains electridty supply was our of action due w severe snow and ice
conditions on the mountain above. It was then thar the stand-by electeicty
syseem housed in g special underground unit was beought into operation, a3
well as on a few ather occasions during the wartime occupation,
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Apain M, Jones stidic @ Plevois wniz sl ar e Cvemns in 1983,
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CENERAL VIEW — 1943
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The lozry unloading bay inside the brick unit nearest the sunnel entrance
has, e says, besn improved since the wear years, proving that the
Government was obvivusly preparing the caverns for furure use,

Inside some of che units are reminders of the war wse in the farm of several
OHMS labels on the walls bearing the names of arrisis such zs Bous,
Terbord, Domenchino,  Mals, Michelangelo,  Neer,  Rembrandt,
Hendecoster, Veranese, Hophema and Bubess.

Srill in evidence todzy is the original Brighton and Young pump unit that
Mr. Junes and his men installed to ohvizes the sk of Hooding that could well
have oceurzed underground. The pump, which is s6ll iz wse today, helped
alleviate any fears Sir Kenneth Clark and his semior stafl had of any of the
chamiber unirs being fooded, $2id Mr. Jones ' This was one tem we gave
particular attention to, and it was carsfully maintained throughout the
war''

Strong metal pates are also in svidence pear she “emergsncy’” exi
adjoining the pump, showing there has been considersble emphasis on
secusizy inside the caverns since the war vears,

THE BARTIME STUDIC where paienings were restorsd.  Phora: 1940,












