GOLWERN SLATE QUARRY

GOLWERN (GOLEUERN) SITS ON THE HILLSIDE ABOVE FAIRBOURNE,
OVER LOOKING BARMOUTH BAY, AND OFFERS AMAZING VIEWS
TOWARDS THE WEST AND NORTH. ALTHOUGH A SMALL OPENCAST
WORKING, IT WAS PROBABLY THE MOST SUCCESSFUL IN THIS AREA. A
WALK AROUND THE HILLS REVEALS MANY SCRATCHINGS, SOME SO
SMALL THEY COULD EASILY BE MISSED. SADLEY, ONLY A COUPLE HAVE
ANY UNDERGROUND WORKINGS.

GOLWERN STARTED LIFE AROUND THE 1860’Ss. THE SLATE WAS
CARTED VIA A STEEP WINDING PATH TO THE NEARBY RIVER MAWDACH
AND TAKEN ACROSS TO BARMOUTH BY BOAT. IN 1871 AN INCLINE
WAS BUILT TO GIVE SLATE AN EASIER JOURNEY TO ‘GROUND’ LEVEL.
HENDDOL, A NEIGHBOURING QUARRY, TOOK OVER THE WORKINGS
AROUND 1890

WHATS THERE

THE SITE IS VERY COMPACT WHICH MAKES THINGS VERY EASY TO
ESTABLISH HOW IT ALL WORKED.

THERE APPEARS TO BE FOUR WORKING LEVELS ( | HAVE CALLED THE
LOWEST LEVEL ‘1’)

FLOOR 1- THE FOOTPATH BRINGS YOU ONTO THIS LEVEL FIRST. THERE
ARE DRESSING SHEDS ALMOST COMPLETE AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF
AN UNKNOWN BUILDING. THERE IS A SEALED TUNNEL (1901) THAT
GAVE ACCESS TO THE QUARRY ITSELF. THIS HAS NOW CAUSED THE
QUARRY TO FLOOD UP TO LEVEL 2.

FLOOR 2- THIS IS THE FLOOR THAT ATTRACTS HILL WALKERS AND
IDIOTS, HOWEVER, IT IS IN PRETTY GOOD SHAPE CONSIDERING. THE
INITIAL ATTRACTION BEING THE ACCESS TUNNEL (OPEN) TO THE
FLOODED QUARRY. THE TUNNEL HAS A SMALL AMOUNT OF
LIGHTWEIGHT RAIL. THERE ARE REMAINS OF AMOS & FRANCIS
DRESSING MACHINES SCATTERED NEAR TO THE TUNNEL, AND
ADJACENTLY, REMAINS OF POSSIBLY DRESSING SHEDS. IN THE
CENTRE OF THE FLOOR IS THE REMAINS OF THE DRUM HOWEVER THE
HOUSING HAS DISAPPEARED, LEAVING A SMALL PIT/FOUNDATION.
THE BOTTOM OF AN INCLINE CAN BE SEEN HERE, AND WHEN CLIMBED
LEADS TO .......

FLOOR 3- AT THE TOP OF THE INCLINE IS A PIT AND SHEAVE WHEEL. A
SMALL GAP TO THE LEFT GIVES ACCESS TO ONE OF THE TERRACED
WORKINGS IN THE QUARRY. IN THIS GAP SITS A SMALL SHED IN GOOD
CONDITION AND JUST VISIBLE THROUGH THE MOSS IS A SECTION OF
RAIL LINKING THE TERRACE TO THE INCLINE. THERE ARE FAINT
REMAINS OF A DISUSED INCLINE WHICH HAD BEEN CONVERTED TO
STEPS, LEADING TO ........



FLOOR 4- AT THE TOP OF THE STEPS IS A WEIGH BRIDGE, THE PLATE
STILL SITS COCK-EYED IN THE PIT. ACCESS ONTO THE HIGHEST
TERRACE WORKING CAN BE GAINED HERE WHICH GIVES A NICE
OVERVIEW OF THE ACTUAL QUARRY AND THE WATER’S DEEP BLUE
COLOUR CAN BE APPRECIATED.

OF NOTE, THERE ARE SOME VERY NICE BRIDGES ONSITE SPANNING
THE PATHS.



